Native Administration in Practice : Historical Outline
federations of the White Nile Province, to mention no
others, prove conclusively that a sound indigenous instinct,
when sympathetically fostered instead of being ignored or
suppressed, can solve many of the country's adminis-
trative problems.
Executive devolution was not expressly authorised by
any enactments : but progress on the judicial side tended
to bring an extension of native executive authority with
it. As was said above, in some parts of the country
sheikhs had early been made responsible in various degrees
for assessment and collection of taxes, and to a limited
extent for the maintenance of public order. With the
establishment of Courts came the necessity for subordinate
staff to assist the President ; Vice-Presidents who could
preside in his absence over judicial proceedings, scribes
to keep the Court records, retainers to maintain order
and bring in witnesses. Especially in the west, the
results were rapid and far-reaching. Control of markets,
of various departmental activities (agricultural, veterinary,
etc.), and of many of the duties hitherto performed by
Government accountants and police, were taken over by
the Native authorities. Considerable economies of Govern-
ment staff resulted without loss of efficiency. In Western
Kordofan it has been possible to dispense completely with
three sub-district headquarters and their whole classified
stafi ; and similar reductions with equally successful
results in other parts of the country continue to show
the vitality and capacity of native administration on its
executive side.
On the financial side, devolution was considerably
more circumscribed. Native budgets were inaugurated in
Dar Masalit in the west, and Dar Shukria in Kassala
Province, These budgets, though a considerable de-
volutionary advance on anything that had gone before,
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